Microbiology of chronic suppurative otitis media in Singapore.
The objective of the study was to study the microflora and the antibiograms of patients with chronic suppurative otitis media (CSOM) in Singapore. Ninety patients with CSOM were prospectively studied. They had chronic ear discharge and had not received antibiotics for the previous five days. Swabs were taken, and cultured for bacteria. Antibiotic testing was done using modified Kirby Bauer disk diffusion method. In addition to the usual antibiotics, the three most common topically available antibiotics (chloramphenicol, gentamicin and neomycin) were tested. There were 135 positive cultures for organisms from the 90 patients. The most common causal organisms isolated were Pseudomonas aeruginosa (33.3%) and Staphylococcus aureus (33.3%) followed by coagulase negative Staphylococcus (21.1%). Fungi accounted for 8.8% of isolates while 6.6% were anaerobes. Of the three antibiotics commonly available as topical eardrops, gentamicin has the highest susceptibility rate (82.6%), followed by neomycin (67.8%) and chloramphenicol (62.8%).